
Parthenon, South Metopes 28 and 30 
 
Cast of South metope 28 (original in British Museum): A centauromachy scene from a metope at 
the east end of the south side of the Parthenon. A centaur figure stands triumphantly over a nude 
fallen Lapith male in high relief, almost in the round. The head, right arm, front legs, and back 
right hoof are missing from the centaur. The Lapith's face, right knee, and right hand are gone. 
The centaur holds a lion skin draped over his left arm and a large pot (pithos) above his head 
with his right hand. The centaur is rearing over the fallen Lapith with arms outstretched, caught 
in the moment just after he has smashed the pot onto his opponent, breaking his neck. The 
original metope was made in 447-433 BCE. 
 
Cast of South metope 30 (original in British Museum): A centauromachy scene from a metope at 
the east end of the south side of the Parthenon. A nude Lapith male is resting on his left heel 
while trying to hold off the centaur with his right arm and grips a rock in his limp left arm. The 
centaur stands over him, his left hand holding the Lapith's hair to keep his head steady. His right 
arm, though broken off, is stretched back to strike the Lapith. The right front and back legs of the 
centaur are missing. The two figures are in high relief, almost independent of the background. 
The centaur's face is bearded and elderly. The Lapith's face is young and beardless. Both show 
minimal expression. The drapery falling off the Lapith is extremely stylized. The original was 
made in 447-433 BCE. 


